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Abstract

Due to the increasing transformations of today's phenomena, the environment has
become equally complex and multifaceted. Current and future enemies will employ a
combination of different warfare methods; future enemies will avoid confronting hard
military power and will seek alternative paths. Interstate wars are evolving into hybrid
wars and asymmetric competitions, where no clear boundaries exist, creating a wide
range of complexities that we refer to as hybrid wars. In hybrid wars, command and
control systems play a key role in managing and directing the conflict, and preemptive
and destructive attacks are constantly carried out against command centers, air defense
radar sites and systems, and command and control centers. The future battlespace will
be predominantly virtual, fluid, software-based, and beyond human senses, which can
metaphorically be called the "mind." The characteristics of future wars include: rapid
and decisive operations, coalition building and conducting combined operations, effect-
based operations, rapid information circulation, power synchronization, non-linear
operations, simultaneous engagement at three levels, preemptive operations, continuity
of operations under all circumstances, expansion of the battlefield, reliance on
psychological operations, attacks on centers of gravity, planar offense, precise air and
missile strikes, time management, attention to the economics of war, management of
nations' tolerance thresholds, and changes in the type of maneuver. This research,
adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, aims to examine the nature of command and
control in the future battlespace, with an emphasis on military doctrine and determining
appropriate defense strategies for the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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